CITY COUNCIL

Committee of the Whole

Monday, June 7, 2021
5:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Agenda
Under the current COVID-19 Declaration of Emergency the
public is prohibited from attending the Committee of the Whole meeting. This meeting
can be viewed LIVE on the City’s website while the meeting is taking place or at any time
at https://www.readingpa.gov/content/city-council-video.

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:

Please click this URL to join.
https://readingpa.zoom.us/|/93872472077?pwd=RmtWVWVMZFlycINPOUhYa3FVNOFOUT09

Passcode: 148778

Or One tap mobile:

+13126266799,,938724720774,,,,*148778# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,938724720774,,,,148778# US (New York)

Or join by phone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):

US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 900 9128
or +1 253 215 8782

Webinar ID: 938 7247 2077

Passcode: 148778

I. Lead Abatement Coalition 20 mins

IL. Charter Amendment Council Solicitor 30 mins
See Charter Amendment Ord pgs 2-3 and Bethlehem Council Solicitor Duties pgs 4-7

ITII.  Update Skateboard Park 20 mins
IV. Executive Session - Litigation Update 45 mins
V. Adjourn


https://www.readingpa.gov/content/city-council-video
https://readingpa.zoom.us/j/93872472077?pwd=RmtWVWVMZFlyc1NPOUhYa3FVN0FOUT09

Drafted by: City Clerk
Referred by: Charter Review Commission
Introduced on: December 9, 2019
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AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS TO PLACE A REFERENDUM QUESTION BEFORE CITY
VOTERS ON THE 2020 PRIMARY BALLOT WHICH WOULD AMEND THE
CITY OF READING HOME RULE CHARTER TO ARTICLE II CITY
COUNCIL TO PROVIDE CITY COUNCIL WITH THE ABILITY TO APPOINT
THEIR OWN SOLICITOR

WHEREAS, The Charter currently requires that the City shall have one City
Solicitor who serves both the Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, having one Solicitor serving both parties often creates conflicts and
requires Council to retain outside legal counsel; and

WHEREAS, a duly appointed Charter Review Commission has recommend that
said Home Rule Charter Article II be amended by adding a new Section 226 allowing
Council to retain their own independent legal counsel and renumbering the remaining
sections as set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING
HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Directing the Berks County Board of Elections to place the
following referendum question to voters of the City of Reading on the 2020 primary
ballot:

Creating a new Home Rule Charter Section 226 — City Council Solicitor
“Shall Section 226 of the Reading City Charter be amended to provide City Council with

the ability to appoint their own Solicitor, as fixed by the annual budget?”

Simple Explanation

A “YES” vote means the City of Reading Home Rule Charter would be amended to
provide City Council with the ability to appoint an attorney to work solely for City
Council, eliminating the current conflict of having one Solicitor serving both the
Executive and Legislative branches of government, as authorized by the annual budget
and position ordinance.






CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum

SUBJECT: City Council Solicitor - Duties
TO: Members of City Council
FROM: Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

DATE: March 14, 2008

Attached for your reference is a copy of the City Council Solicitor Duties.
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Robert J. Donchez, President of Council
Attachment

cc: C. Spadoni



City Council Solicitor

eral Stateme o u

Council’s Solicitor will perform professional legal services for
City Council. The primary responsibility of the position is to
advise City Council on questions of law. Legal matters will be
referred to the Council Solicitor by members of Council or through
the City Clerk.

Specific Duties

- Attend all City Council meetings.

- Attend all Committee meetings when legal assistance is
required, unless the Committee Chairperson, at his/her
discretion, does not require the presence of the Council

Solicitor.
- Conduct legal research.
- Review new ordinances or revisions to the Codified Ordinances

prepared by the City Solicitor or his Assistants.
- Review leases and other legal documents prepared by the City
Solicitor or his Assistants.

- Give advice on legal matters to Members of City Council.

- Respond to citizens’ legal ingquiries that are made to him by
Members of City Council or the Clerk.

- Consult with City Solicitor on City legal matters when

requested by the President of Council

Regquij nowledge ills d Abilities

Good knowledge of modern principles and practices of law, and of
local, State and Federal laws and court decisions affecting
municipalities. Position requires tact, good professional judgment
and ethics.

Additional Requirement

Council’s attorney must have his own legal secretary to assist in
the preparation of all opinions, memorandums, and whatever other
correspondence is required in the performance of his duties.



CITY COUNCIL SOLICITOR - DUTIES

The Council Solicitor shall attend all regular meetings of
City Council.

A, If unable to attend a City Council Meeting, the Council
Solicitor shall contact the President of Council.
Arrangements for a substitute shall be made through the
President of Council at his discretion.

The Council Solicitor shall attend all committee meetings of
City Council when legal assistance is required, unless the
Committee Chairman, at his/her discretion, does not reguire
the presence of the Council Solicitor.

A. Upon notification of the date, time and subject matter of
a Council Committee meeting, the Council Solicitor will
contact the Committee Chairperson or cCity Clerk to
determine whether the Chairperson desires the presence of
the Solicitor.

The Council Solicitor shall attend all Executive Sessions.

A. The Council Solicitor shall confer with the City
Solicitor regarding the scheduling of every Executive
Session.

The Council Solicitor shall attend any other meetings related
to business of City Council when requested to by the President
of Council or a Member of Council.

Recognizing that the Third Class City Code provides that the
City Solicitor has the superintendence, direction and control
of the law matters of the City, the City Council Solicitor
shall be the primary source of legal opinions and legal advice
requested by members of City Council. In instances in which
the subject matter involves issues related to Administrative
matters or issues which require the opinion of the City
Solicitor, Council members may request the City Solicitor to
issue an opinion and direct the Council Solicitor to consult
with the City Solicitor concerning the issue.

The Council Solicitor shall forward a copy of all written
opinions to the City Solicitor unless the opinion involves a
confidential and/or privileged matter.

A copy of written legal opinions requested by a member of
Council shall be forwarded to the President of Council, each
of the Members of City Council and the City Clerk, unless a

Member of Council requests confidentiality as to the opinion,

at which time the communication will be subject to an
attorney/client privilege.




CITY COUNCIL SOLICITOR - DUTIES Page 2

10.

11.

12.

The Council Solicitor shall be available to the Administration

- for the purposes of consultation concerning legal issues

related to matters that may require future Council action.

The Council Solicitor shall be available to the office of the
City Solicitor for the following purposes:

(a) Consultation concerning pending or threatened litigation
involving the City or ordinances or resolutions of the
City that may be subject to challenge;

(b) Consultation concerning the drafting of proposed City
ordinances;

(c) Consultation regarding any other matters relating to City
business at the request of the City Solicitor;

(d) To represent the City where the City Solicitor and/or
Assistant City Solicitors have a conflict of interest,
subject to the approval of the President of Council.

The Council Solicitor shall be available to the City Clerk for
the purpose of consultation and advice on issues related to
the duties of the Clerk and Council business. The Council
Solicitor shall supply a FAX number, if available, to the
Clerk to expedite the review and exchange of documents.

The Council Solicitor shall review all resolutions, leases,
agreements and other documents upon which Council action will
be required and shall consult and discuss with the cCity
Solicitor all issues related thereto.

The Council Solicitor shall review proposed ordinances
prepared by the Administration and discuss with the CcCity
Solicitor any clarifications, if necessary.
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